Rosied.org

January – February, 2008

News Stories

Winter 2008: Center staff pen article on Rosie D. implementation for family organization newsletter
The Winter 2008 newsletter of the Federation for Children with Special Needs features an article by Kathryn Rucker and Santina Sciaba-Douglas, staff attorneys at the Center for Public Representation.  The article focuses on behavioral health screenings, which, under the Rosie D. Judgment, are now being conducted during routine well-child medical visits.  Ms. Rucker, director of the Center's Children's Mental Health Initiative, represents children with psychiatric disabilities in Eastern Massachusetts.  Ms. Sciaba-Douglas provides individual representation to children with psychiatric disabilities in Western Massachusetts.  Click here to view the article.
2/14/08  Legislative briefing on Rosie D. implementation

The Massachusetts Legislature’s Children’ Mental Health Committee held a briefing on the status of implementation of the Rosie D. remedial plan.  Steven Schwartz, lead counsel for the plaintiffs; Emily Sherwood, coordinator of the defendants’ implementation effort and the director of their Children’s Behavioral Health Initiative;  and Lisa Lambert, executive director of the Parent Professional Advisory League testified to the Committee and an audience of House Representatives.
2/13/08 Favorable committee report on children's mental health bill

The Massachusetts Legislature’s Health Care Financing Committee favorably reported House Bill 4276, an Act Relative to Children’s Mental Health.   The bill, filed last year, seeks to reform the children’s mental health system.  A favorable report means that committee members support its passage.  The Massachusetts chapter of the National Alliance on Mental Illness, which supports the legislation, provides alarming statistics on its website:  100,000 of the 140,000 children and adolescent across the Commonwealth who need mental health services are unable to access necessary services and supports; 50% of school drop-outs in Massachusetts have a mental disorder; and 90% of those children and adolescents who commit suicide have a diagnosable and treatable mental illness. See, www.namimass.org/2008legprioritiesb.htm
1/15/08  State agrees to extend remedial services to all Medicaid children

Asst. Attorney General Deirdre Roney told US District Court Judge Michael A. Ponsor at the January 15, 2008 status conference that the Commonwealth intends to make Rosie D. remedial services available to all Medicaid-eligible children who need them.  This means that children who are eligible for Medicaid under both state and federal criteria addressing levels of poverty and disability will be able to receive home-based as they become available.  As a result, thousands of children who are only eligible for Medicaid as a result of a federal waiver – often called expansion populations – will now be able to receive home-based services provided pursuant to the Court’s order.  Officials expect that this approach will require changes in state law and appropriation, and may require approval from the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  Judge Ponsor hailed the announcement as “wonderful news.”  “It’s terrific for what it will do for a lot a children,” he said. 
1/1/08 Behavioral screening for children

As of January 1, 2008, primary care physicians or nurses must screen children for behavioral health needs during routine well-child office visits or at a parent’s request.  The purpose of the screen is to identify potential mental health conditions and, if necessary, treat them before they develop into hard-to-manage crises.   Click here for more information about behavioral health screenings and the screening questionnaires.

